Genetic alterations in children and adolescents with acute myeloid leukaemia.
Acute Myeloid Leukemia is a clinically and genetically heterogeneous disease, in which cytogenetic aberrations are the most important factors to determine biological behavior and prognosis. More than 20 different chromosomal abnormalities have been identified in a high percentage of children (70-85%) with the novo AML. We reviewed the most frequently found and the impact of these aberrations on prognosis. Differences according to the age of patients and mainly in relation to adult population have been enhanced, although the low incidence of AML in children and the high number of abnormalities make difficult to accurately define the prognosis significance of these aberrations.